Church Chatter

Dear friends,
Greetings to you, grace and peace.

While yard work may not be one of the first things you think of
when rising on these crisp February mornings, maybe it ought to be.
I know that even though it’s cold now, it really won’t be long
before Spring is sprung. In fact, just a block away from the church
I’ve spotted a thriving bed of jonquils. So, | have been organizing
my garage, purchasing supplies, and getting my lawn equipment
tuned and sharpened. When the time for yard work comes, | intend
to be ready for it.

In a similar vein, | wonder if you are beginning to think about
readying yourselves and your church for a new chapter of ministry?
Maybe not that long from now, a new pastor will be arriving to
begin serving alongside of you. Are there things it would be good
for you to have in place, jobs it would be well for you to have
accomplished, plans you need to make, or any personal preparation
you need to engage in to be ready to receive a new pastor into your
life? I’ve suggested to the Diaconate that it would be helpful to
have an updated pictorial directory available for the new pastor.
There may be some maintenance projects it would be good to
complete and some equipment you should upgrade or add. What
about programming? While you’ll certainly want to reflect on your
programming with your new pastor, still, to facilitate that reflection,
it might be helpful for you to clarify and articulate your present
program goals before she or he gets here. Individually, you may
want to be exploring what it will mean for you to develop a
relationship with a new pastor, how you feel about that, and how
you intend to be involved in that important process. There are all
kinds of ways you can be helpfully preparing yourselves and the
church for the arrival of a new pastor and the start of a new chapter
in FPC’s life and ministry sometime before long. One of the most
crucia things you for you to be doing now is to be praying. Pray
for openness. Pray to be able to trust God’s guidance. Pray to be
responsive to what the new relationship will bring to you and to the
First Church community. Prepare intentionally in this season, and
in the season to come you’ll see the fruits of your good effort
flowering. That’s the nature of things!

| wish you al the best in Christ. Bill
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PRAYER CONCERNS AND JOYS

e Helen Saleeby
e Caroline Spencer, recovering from an appendectomy
e Evelyn Snipes, now at Avanti

e Those participating in the March 1-2 church retreat at
Camp Albemarle

e The PNC, continuing its work
e Church choir members, offering their special ministry
e The church in Kenya

e Mary Elizabeth Powell and Jonathan Charles Broyles
upon the occasion of their marriage in our sanctuary
on February 16, 2008

SYMPATHY...

The congregation’s faith and sympathy are extended to
David Bass upon the death of his father.

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERY MEETS

On 16 February, New Hope Presbytery met at Hudson Memorial
Church in Raleigh. In addition to the Interim Pastor, FPC was
represented by Gray Bruton and Lanette Pridgen.

Commissioners at the meeting
e enjoyed spirited worship
e heard a State of the Presbytery address by Barbara
Campbell Davis
e endorsed Trip McKinnon as a candidate for the ministry

e examined and approved a number of persons to accept calls
in the Presbytery

e endorsed a resolution from Atlanta Presbytery on
withdrawing troops from Iraq

e approved a resolution to the General Assembly on replacing
G6.0106b of the Book of Order

e heard an extensive, exciting report on Presbytery's African-
American congregations

' ' will be held eac ednesday at Calvary Predbyterian urc
Community Lenten Services wil be held h Wednesd Cal Presb Church
(209 E. Pender St.) from noon until 1 p.m. throughout Lent. For more information call 237-6657.

Feb. 27...... The Rev. Kenneth Lofton of Solid Rock Ministries.
March 5.... The Rev. Phil Byrum of St. Mark's Episcopal Church.
Mar. 12 ..... The Rev. Abdias Mora, associate pastor of First Baptist Church.




UPDATE FROM THE PNC

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) is delighted to
report that the Church Information Form (CIF) is at long
last complete and has been sent to the Presbytery’s
Committee on Ministry (COM) representatives for
approval. (The PNC would also like to ask the
congregation’s indulgence for the slew of acronyms that
will continue to be tossed around during this search
process!) Once it is approved by the COM, the CIF will
go to our Session for approval, and then we will be able
to enter the CIF into the PC/USA matching database.
Once it is entered, potentia candidates who have
submitted their own Persona Information Forms (PIFs)
will be matched with our CIF, and their names will be
forwarded to New Hope Executive Presbyter Barbara
Davis Campbell and then to the PNC for consideration.

The PNC members would like to thank those of you who
have already submitted names of potential candidates for
us to consider. We encourage you to continue to do so as
the Spirit moves you, as well as to contact us if you have
any questions about the search process. We also thank
you for your prayers and ask that you continue to pray for
us as we proceed to the next phase of our search.

Betty McCain 243-4248 bmccain5@nc.rr.com

Richard McKellar 291-3694 mckellar@simflex.com

Ann Dolman 291-5208 adolman@barton.edu

Wilson Kennedy 291-2643 wilsonmichaelkennedy@yahoo.com
Pam Paul 291-0887 rppaul99@yahoo.com

Milo Gibbs 243-2213 mgibbs@planninggroupinc.com

Kelly Gunter 243-2943 jgunterl1l@nc.rr.com

Mike Thatcher 291-2770 mike.t@smcinc.us

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING REPORT
At its meeting on 10 February, the congregation
elected four at-large membersto join Elders Delores
Gunter and Peggy Marshall and Deacon Dianne
Bradshaw in forming the church’s 2008 Officer
Nominating Committee. Elected were: Tom Madar,
Robin Walton, Jack Wiggins and David Boyette.
Shortly, the committee will be gathering to initiate
its efforts to find nominees for anew class of elders
and deacons. Remember it in your prayers.

Also at the meeting, the congregation approved
changes proposed by the session to the terms of the
Associate Pastor’s call.

HPC'S RICH WORSHIP LIFE

The coming month will bring a soul feast of worship
opportunities here at FPC. Worship will be a mean-
ingful part of the church family retreat at Camp
Albemarleon March 1-2. Communion will be cele-
brated there and also in Wilson at the 8:45 Early Ser-
vicethat Sunday. On the 9" during the 11 am ser-
vice, a number of spirituals will be offered by our
choristers. The following Sunday will be Palm Sun-
day — the start of Holy Week. Again at the 8:45 am
service, the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated. On
Thursday and Friday that week, we have planned 7
pm services — a Maundy Thursday communion ser-
vice and a Tenebrae service on solemn Good Friday.
Our youth are planning to lead a Sunrise Service on
Easter. That will be followed by celebrative services
at 8:45 and 11 am. God will berichly praised and
passionately encountered at FPC throughout the
month to come! We hope you bring yourself to it...
that blessing may abound!

FEBRUARY SESSION NOTES

At its meeting on February 19, the session did the following:

Worshipped; Recelved Susan Widener as a new member, and Lynn Widener as an affiliate member; Sent let-
ters of transfer for Kurt and Beth Anne Stork to FPC Washington; Sent a letter of transfer for Jacob Vanden
Bosch to Myers Park Church, Charlotte; Noted that Diane Pevear has joined another church; Approved are-
quest for use of the church for his wedding by Ryan Tucker; Review minutes of the 10 February congrega
tional meeting; Reviewed the 2007 statistical report to Presbytery; Heard a report by commissioners to the
February meeting of Presbytery; Heard a report on activities being pursued by the diaconate; Reviewed and
approved the Church Information Form prepared by the PNC; Heard from the Officer Nominating Committee
concerning its plans; Reflected on FPC’s Near-Term Goals; Agreed to extend the Intentional Interim Pastor’s
contract for six additional months; Approved a curriculum for use in summer church school classes; Furthered
plans for preparing a written annual report on church activities in 2007; Discussed the appropriateness and
value of inviting members to assist with sessional and diaconate committee work; Reviewed and approved
minutes of the 19 February meeting; Prayed for the church, its members and ministries.




HUNGER OFFERING

Our effortsto feed the hungry in Wilson and beyond are a serious part of our response to the call of Christ. In February,
on Souper Bowl Sunday, $261 was received for this purpose. The next 2-Cents a Meal Hunger Offering will be received
on March 2. Think of those who hunger and thirst, and be generous, as God has been generous to you.

SCOUTING FOR FOOD IS A SUCCESS

A number of bags were collected by Boy Scout Troop 4 and Cub Scout Pack 4 over the weekend of February 9. Ken
Wantuch reported that 1386 items of food were secured by resourceful scouts that day and donated to Hope Station.
Other troops and packs across Wilson District participated as well. Good work, guys!

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER (2008) will be observed on Friday, March 7. This year’s theme is “God’s
Wisdom Provides New Understanding.” Our service will be held at Winstead United Methodist Church, 1407 S. Tarboro
St., and the Rev. David Haley, pastor of the host church, will be the guest speaker.

Everyoneisinvited for fellowship (10-10:30am) and the service (10:30-11:30am), sponsored by Church Women United.

CONGREGATIONAL CAREGIVERS WORKSHOP

The Congregational Ministries Committee would like to sponsor a Congregational Caregivers’ Workshop and invite you
to participate. Bill Nickels has agreed to facilitate this special event on Sunday evening, March 9, 2008, from 4— 7:30.
It will take approximately 3 hours and will include a light meal.

If you are looking training and confidence for ministering to members and others in situations of need, plan on
participating in this session. Please let Jennifer Meade at 243-3115 (fpc@firstpreswilson.com) or Dianne Bradshaw at
291-0909 (janddbradshaw@simflex.com) know by March 5 if you plan to participate.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS

Presbyterian Women have two main worldwide mission projects a year. Samaritan’s Purse Christmas boxes and Church
World Services “Tools and Blankets” were selected by the Coordinating Team for 2007-2008. Even though these are
sponsored by Presbyterian Women, we hope and encourage the entire congregation to embrace these very worthwhile
endeavors.

Thank you to al who participated in the “Tools and Blankets” project on Blanket Sunday, February 10. What we take for
granted in our everyday lives! Blankets and tools could make such a difference in the lives of others around the world
who are not as fortunate. Envelopes will continually be available for use in the church office. If you have not aready
done so, please prayerfully consider making a monetary contribution to this very worthwhile cause.

The church has obtained a cardiac defibrillator. Anyone interested in having indruction for the use of the
defibrillator in case of an emergency, please call the church office, 243-3115.

11am WORSHIP MUSIC

MARCH 9: Give Me Jesus, Spirituals Sunday presented by the Chancel Choir and Knox Singers. There will be
selections from the Gospel Mass, The Smallest Things, among others, and, of course, ending
with River in Judea

MARCH 16: Palm Sunday: Choir Processional aswell as anthems presented throughout the service

MARCH 23: Easter: Chancel Choir and Kyrk Ringerswill help us to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
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CHATTER ARTICLES

The next Church Chatter is scheduled for March 6. Please email al articles in completed form to
fpc@firstpreswilson.conby noon on Friday, February 29. If you do not have access to email, y,
may come to the church office to turn in your written articles to Jennifer. Please present articles and
information in the way you wish for them to appear in the Chatter.

2008 Men ofthe Church

Pancake Supper

Sunday, March 2
5:307:00pm

See any member of The Men of the Church, any Boy Scout from Troop|
or come by the church office for your tickets ($5 each)

Tickets and donations are tax deductible and 100% of the profits go to charity.

Volunteers Welcome!
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