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Dear friends,

Greetings to you, grace and peace. When asked recently what |
consider the congregation’s greatest strength, | found an image forming in
my mind of the generations of disciples who over the decades in this
church have worshipped and grown and given and received, laying the
foundation for the life of faith that you and later generations will build
here. It seems to me to be a good foundation, broad enough to
accommodate the life of a people who cherish diverse views, ministries
and ways of worshipping, and deep enough so that the whole developing
structure will remain rooted in the solid rock of Christ. | believe that that
foundation, even if you are not thinking about it, even when it’s beneath
your awareness, affects your life profoundly. And so I'd say it’s well worth
noticing and acknowledging this communion of saints and what they have
done, how they have worked out their salvation life and shaped the church
in which you are working out yours. There is a lot you can learn from them
about yourselves and being Presbyterian Christians in Wilson, North
Carolina... a lot that can help you as you make your own additions to this

church’s story and structure in the coming years.

Believing this, | encourage you - especially in this interim time as
you are preparing for the next season of this church’s development - to
think on those earlier generations, on the challenges they faced and how
they met them, and on how their faith and, perhaps, even their failures
were used by Christ for good purposes. Pull out your old photographs, and
ask those who've been here longest to recall and tell you stories of those
foundational people and events. A little later this summer, | hope to
harvest some of what you surface! I'm going to look for a roll of newsprint
that | can run along a wall in Clark Hall. 1 will turn it into a giant timeline,
120 years long - on which any of you who want to can note significant
events in this church’s history... like when you were baptized here, or
became a youth advisor, or were elected a deacon, or met your spouse!
We all have a lot we can learn from FPCs history. “What's past is

prologue,” after all.

PRAYER CONCERNS AND JOYS

- Herb Volkman, following by-pass surgery at Wake Med
- Adam Bass, broken femur

- Nancy Marlow, following back surgery in Raleigh

- Ben Brockwell, recovering from shoulder surgery

- Our sister congregation, Frank Price Memorial Church



http://www.firstpreswilson.com




